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Speech

Therapists

The Accredited Registers Scheme for
Healthcare Professions (AR Scheme)

accredits eligible professional organisations of healthcare professions
currently not subject to statutory registration with a view to ensuring
the governance of the professional bodies, professional competency of
healthcare personnel, and providing more information for the public to
make informed decisions when choosing healthcare service providers.

Under the principle of “One Profession, One Professional Body, One
Register”, the Hong Kong Institute of Speech Therapists (HKIST) has
been authorised by the Department of Health as the accredited
healthcare professional body responsible for administering the
register of speech therapists.

The HKIST is permitted to use the Accreditation Mark on its website
and Certificates of Registration issued to its members. Members of the
HKIST can use the title "Speech Therapist in Accredited Register”
on their name cards for easy identification by the public.

Bl e
B T, @AR/,— s
D‘EE E=S AT OYC E pROF «°© . . . n
ZERREIRHES i Accreditation Mark
o) PR
B E MR T www.ars.gov.hk

Accredited Registers Scheme
for Healthcare Professions

EHE
H 5
E - \ewe o/ ez

T RUEREEEMR Department of Health

AT BRERAEMETE

Accredited Registers Scheme for Healthcare Professions
R www.ars.gov.hk

E@EI BEESEAEMAT

i Hong Kong Institute of Speech Therapists
[l R www.hkistorg.hk B info@hkist.org.hk



—| nnll:lgﬂiﬁ

Speech Therapists
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Speech Therapists are a group of professionals who practise in the
areas of communication and swallowing disorders across the lifespan. They
work in various settings, including but not limited to hospitals, schools,
preschool services organisations, elderly services organisations,
rehabilitation centres, private practice, tertiary institutions and government
departments. The scope of practice covers the range of roles, duties and
functions of qualified speech therapists relating to their education,
competency, skills and expertise.

Speech therapists are responsible for the assessment, rehabilitation, and
prevention of communication and swallowing disorders resulting from
dysfunctions of the oral, laryngeal, resonatory, respiratory, esophageal, or
neurological mechanism. The ultimate aim of Speech therapy is to
improve individual’'s quality of life by optimising his or her communicative and
swallowing abilities with up-to-date, rational, safe and cost-effective
management.

HKIST

HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF SPEECH THERAPISTS
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Hong Kong Institute of Speech Therapists
(HKlST] has been the healthcare professional body
accredited by the Department of Health since 2018,
responsible for administering the register of speech
therapists. HKIST is established to facilitate the public to
identify and seek speech therapy services from qualified

speech therapists who have met the prescribed standards.
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HKIST are:
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to ensure adequate standards
of professional practice and
conduct among accredited
speech therapists
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to manage the register of
accredited speech
therapists in Hong Kong
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Becoming “Speech Therapist in Accredited
Register”
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A person is eligible to apply to be “Speech Therapist in
Accredited Register” if he/she is a graduate of a local speech

therapy degree programme that has been granted Full
Endorsement by HKIST in the Institutional-based Assessment
for Speech Therapy Education Programmes in Hong Kong.

A speech therapist trained outside Hong Kong may apply for
Individual Assessment of Education and Training Requirements of
Speech Therapists to confirm the eligibility of membership if he/she

possesses a Bachelor’s degree or above in speech therapy from a
tertiary institution and fulfils criteria of practice, professional
membership, occupational competency and language proficiency
established by HKIST.






